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llereﬁ:urd
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Beacon Park, Iu:hﬁn:]d
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Vr:nul: Tl‘l.L Harnr.
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[ La.r Club National Event
Silverstone Clmult

il G | April/May 2006

Venue to be arranged




Contacts

Email staffordmaclolbi Eamil et

Don’t forget the Information you need may be on oar
wiebsite at wanw mazcars,org.ukstnffordmzeiub’

Peter Wallis - vour Chair can be contacted on
neterowallisf@ntlworld.com or 01545 305987

Chris Wilkins — vour Treasurer can be contacted at

CEHW ol com or (1785 252900

Dave Whitfield — your Newsletter Editor can be
contzcted al pate. houwsefhtinternet.com or 01785 213490

Fan Haydeck — your Wehmaster can be contacted at
lan Havdockihavdocksinfo

Graham Denny — Committee member can be contacted at

graham.denmyiabtinternet.com or 01785 242638

Please book vour menl @ach month by phoning Sue Dudley
of 1121 308 3476 by the Twcsday evening prior to the meeting.

COVER PICTURE

The famous French Rally Driver, Monsieur Ficrre Wallis, with his
world beating MG Magnette, just before theashing the opposition in a
special stage at the Grand Prix Cirenit de Reims.

AWoeD FROat YOUR CIATRMAN

EOMOS Here we go again, folks! Let’s starl with our club

night venue, The decision to use the Bams has proved to be the right
decision and we have heen welcomed there now for 4 months. The
facilities are excellent and the buffers provided have been well received.
Therefore T felt it opportune o review the detsils in FMG. Afler a
dialogue with Swavesey vou will see that from June onwards our club
night venue is declared as The Bamns. Publish and be damned!!
Meanwhile the club has been very busy. Anyone who experienced the
SMGEC version of a “beetle drive’ had a greal time, thanks to Chris
Wilking who designed the “car® and wrote the rules. 1 think we should
copywrite it! The Shakedown run was a greal success thanks o the hard
work of Joyee and Dave Whitfield, even though the weather was
grubby. Those who went on the Kimber Run had to fight their way
through snow blizzards! Thankfully the weather in France over Easter
wias a bit better and those who went 10 Weston Park had even better
times. | hope evervone enjovs the French picture show swhich will be
running at May Club night and for those who miss it Richard Ladds
has welecomed my article for EMG which will appear zoon. More
publicity for SMGEC!  As T write this piece, | am in the process of
contacting Peter James, ex Footman James, who has provisionally
agreed to sponsor the Silverstone Suite this vear. Thanks to Geoff Friar
for the introduction afier Renaissance withdrew their sponsorship.
Thanks 1o John Aldridge for his support in the past. Alan Elkington will
make a last plea for interest in Goodwood at the May club night and we
will then decide if this remains in the calendar. On a positive note, |
already have & cars signed wp for Shuttleworth in August. Can 1 please
ask others wanting to go, to sign up by June club nightl, so that T can get
the booking number confirmed and tickets ordered. Tt's a great day out,
s0 make a date. Also please see Foy Hunt for Cars in the park and Keith
Knapper for Car shows ASAP. See you all soon!

Fator Hial,
Chairman Tel 01543 305987 email peterawallismntlworld.com



Affer 15 years of “badpe engineering”, the 1995 MGF came as a breath
of fresh air to MG enthusiasts everywhere,  This was a small.
affordable, two-seal sportscar, the type of vehicle MG had traditionally
excelled at building. But the car itsell made no concessions to tradition.
It was mid engined and very much up o date though, like eaclier
muodels, was built vsing major components from a volume series to
keep production costs down and ensure service and maintenance
remained within reach of a large number of owners.

The MGF was superseded by the new TF after BMW so0ld oul, laking
with them the rghts (o the superh hvdragas suspension.

DETAILS
Body: Sports, 2 door, 2 seat. Steel monocoque consiriction.
Engine: Transverse. mid mounted. 4 evlinders. Twin belt driven ohe.
17%ace. 118bBhp at 3500rpm.
Transmission: rear wheel drive, 5-speed manual synchromesh
gearbox.
Dimensions: wheelbase 93,7 ins, irack 55.1 ins {froni) 35.5 ins (rear),
urming circle 34.45 fi.
overall length 154.1 ins width 64.1 ins. Weight 2337 Ibs.
Performance: maximum speed 120 mph. 0-60mph in 8.7 seconds,
Production: 7,00,

i

F - Despate the indifferent weather,
rc: -‘ c MGE2 (the club's second trip o
France) was another outright
suceess, with seven MGs and o Mercedes SLE {standing in [or Richard
Homer's TC) all making the joumey to Reims and back safely.
On  the  Thursday
before Easter three of
the cars met up on
Dover seafront befons
heading for the ferry
port and a gentle ene
o and a halt hour croize
§ across (o Calais.  The
: other five cars ook
the mnnel across and we all met up at the hotel in Wisques where we
were to spend our first night of the trip.

The French were ready for
uz, but we regrouped in the
bar and an excellent meal
waz enjoved by all (except
Geoll  Friar, who  didn't
quite sec eve to eye with the
fish soup).

The next day we had some
travelling to do and set off
with the Y iype in the lead
and the rest of the cars
fanning out across MNorthem
Framee.  Progress was slow
M and we barely had time for a
picnic lunch at one of the
many Autoroute rest areas.




1 At about 330, with the sun
i shining at last, we all arrived
at Moet & Chandos in the
beautiful wwn of Epcrnay.
The cars enjoved a well

carmed rest in the courtyard
while we were taken on 2
tour of the cellars amd plied
with fine champagne in one
of the exquisite drawing
PO0IihS.

Then on o Reims where, due to some critically positioned roadworks,
we all became fully acquainted with many of the buck sireets
Eventually we all made it to the hotel garage and in ne tims ot all were
settled into our rooms prior 0 enjoyving another excellent French dinner,

Mothing was planmed for
the next day so0 some of us
braved the traffic and went
in search of the old Reims
maor THCINE circuit.
Although  unused  since
1959, many of the

buildings are still standing
and have even been partially
restored by locel enthusiasts.
It  was inferesting 1o
compare  the limited  pit
o facilides and  almost non
- cxistent safely armngements
o with a moedern sircuit,

-

The aftemoon was spent taking in the sights of Reims, including the
magnificent cathedral and several delightful cufes and bars. For dinner
that evening we split up into two groups, the rowdier of the two feasting
ai such delights as wooly duck.

The next day was Easter
Sunday and we had a long
way 1o go. Passing through
the valley of the Somme, we
called in on Mike Byott, an
English MG owner who
now lives in France with his

wife, Silvie. And with such a
lovely house, who can blame
them.

From there we went to the
little village of Azincourt,
where we visited the hattle

musewm and then on to the
towm of Montrewil, for our
final might in France with
the now teaditional TFrench
Awards  Ceremony  and
another superh dinner.

The following day. we all
said our goodbves and made
aur pwn way back across the
channel o England.

The total distance covered
was a little over 800 miles,
the only two real problems
being a shredded fan heft and -

# choked fuel filter, both of which werg casily sorfed, Many thanks o
everyone who went for meking it such an enjoyable trip.
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Member's estorations

T—— 4

Wik is progressing well on Roy Funt's “little bit of restoration™.

DVD & °D Sale

Thanks to the generosity of our members (both these who denated the
goods and those who bought them) our DV and CD sale on 2 March
raised £63 for the Donna Lovise Trust.

Member's /

FOR SALE

1967 MGB, ROADSTER

Finished in BROOKLANDS GREEN.

cww. sse. Immaculate original condition.

Heritage Certificate. Full MOT. Always garaged. Dry summer use,
Done 17.000E miles over 25 vears of history.

£7, 700,

Contact Dave Archer. On 1 735-780522,

artisements

EaF T

23" April this vear
{51, George™s Day)
was Mational
Drrive your Classic
Dy, A nomber
af our memhers
took a short drive
out to Kedlestone
Hall inn Derbyshine,

As likely & group of suspects
as you will find anywhere,

Has anvone seem my
Bear Behind?

o



is for ...... .
MN-type MG, the last of
the pre-war  Magnetic
range. The MNA was |
made between 1934 and
1936 in two and four [
seater versions. The NB
wis  an improved
version for 1936 and
the ND was a two
seater, The NE was a
sports racing Magnette
Just built in August and September 1934, In total only 745 N-types
wiere produced.

The great Tazio Nuvelari drove an MG K3 Magnette in the 1933 Ulster
T.T. breaking the lap record seven times during the race. His final
record wis not bettered until 1951 by Stirling Moss in a C type Jaguar,

Number Plates were first issued for cars by the Paris Police on 14"
Angust 1893, In Britwin, Earl Russell obtained the first London
Nuomber, Al, in January 1904,

William Morris became Lord Nuffield in 1934,

MU was part of the Nuffield Organisation from 1940 wntil 1968,
Despite the merging of the Austin and Morrs businesses in 1952 to
form the British Motor Corporation, the Nuffield Organization
continued until the Leyland takeover in 1968,

Nuffield Metal Produets, i Birmingham. produced the essential
components of the Y-type’s saloon hodywark.
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