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Dear Road Warrior:


You are receiving this letter because you have either participated in one of the endurance rallies - the Missouri Endurance Rally, the Grand Lake Tour, or the Abingdon Endurance Trials - sometime in the past few years.  Or perhaps it was because your name was given to the 2004 Triple Crown Endurance Rally Series coordinators by someone who said you were tough or crazy enough to compete.  Either way, we hope you read through the following pages and consider taking part in what should be one of the best British Car events of the coming year.


For those of you unfamiliar with an endurance rally, it is an event where each team is given a list of locations that they must drive to in their classic British car then gain proof that they were there.  Each team is responsible for determining the route they take to each location and the order in which they take them.  The teams reaching all the locations and making it back to the finish within the allotted time, while covering the least number of miles, wins the rally.  In short, endurance rallies are a true test of endurance for both the drivers and their cars – not to mention map-reading skills! The series is open to all pre-1981 British built cars.


This year, the previously separate events will be held as a series to determine an overall champion.  Known as the Triple Crown Endurance Rally Series, the Triple Crown winner will be determined by the lowest combined mileage from all three events.  However, it should be noted that each event still can be ran separately or individually by those who do not wish to compete in the series. But for those teams that wish to take on the challenge of all three, the prestige of winning the series can only be imagined. (Seriously, it can only be imagined since no one has ever won it before).


Enclosed you will find registration forms for all three rallies that make up the Triple Crown for 2004 as well as a sheet outlining the Official Rules and Guidelines.  It is hoped that by getting you this information so soon it will allow you to make the necessary plans to attend any or all of the rallies.  Also, if you know of anyone who would be interested in participating, please give him or her a copy of these pages.


Finally, I’d like to note that MG’s have dominated these rallies so far with not only the most participation of any marque, but they have won every first place.  It is high time that such great marques as Jaguar, Austin-Healey, Triumph, and Mini step up to the challenge.  Can they put a stop to MG’s?  

Triple Crown Coordinating Committee:

Phil Smith – Chairman

Rick Ingram

Rick Verhey

Kim Tonry

Bill Hedrick

Robert Rushing

Triple Crown Endurance Rally Series

Official Rules & Guidelines

1) Competition is open to all British cars made before 1981.

2) The Triple Crown will be made up of the following three Endurance Trials: The Missouri Endurance Rally, mid-March; The Grand Lake Tour, mid-August; and The Abingdon Endurance Trial, mid-October.  Exact dates will be determined by the rallymaster of each event and reported to the Hammer & Tongs Coordinator for further publication.  
For 2004, the exact dates will be March 20-21, August 12-13, and October 9-10. 

3) Each Endurance Trial will follow the following format: teams will be given a list of multiple locations that they must navigate to and gain proof of their arrival at each location (mechanism of proof determined by rallymaster); routes to each location will be determined by the individual teams; each team will be allotted at least 24 hours to complete the course; the team completing the entire rally by reaching all the locations and making it back to the finish before the time-limit is reached while covering the fewest number of miles will be the winner.

4) Each car will be required to run a mileage check run before each rally.  The odometer reading from their car will be compared against an odometer reading from a control car.  An offset correction calculation will be determined mathematically, which will be multiplied to the final mileage to give the actual mileage as compared to the control car.  The mileage check run will be at least 20 miles in distance, but less than 50 miles overall.  Tampering with the odometer or attempting to distort mileage readings (e.g. – lowering tire pressure or swerving around while running the check-run) will be grounds for permanent exclusion from Triple Crown competition.

5) To qualify for the Triple Crown Overall Winner Award, teams must participate in all three rallies either has a participant or as a rallymaster.  The Triple Crown Award will be given to the team having the lowest combined mileage of the three events added together.

6) Team shall be defined as follows: Two licensed drivers and one car. To be eligible for the Triple Crown, at least two of these three elements must remain constant during all three Endurance Trials.  Driving the event solo is not allowed due to safety concerns.  The rallymaster(s) of each event (along with his car and/or usual co-driver) will be considered a team and will receive the mileage score of the second place team of their rally.

7) Cars may be freely modified with the following exceptions: The main body structure and the engine block must be of a type originally offered for public sale by the manufacturer.  The fuel carrying capacity may not exceed the specified volume for the model series. No on-board thermonuclear devices.  All cars must be legal for use on public roads.

8) Any team not completing all stops either due to mechanical problems, time limits, or other factors will be listed as DNF – Did Not Finish.  Any team scored a DNF will receive the mileage of the team that finished the rally with the most miles plus a 10-mile penalty.

9) To compete, each team member must sign an event waiver at each rally, seal their drivers license in an envelope – which if opened before the end of the rally will count as a DNF, and must obey the traffic laws of the state and locality of each event.

10) Use of computers or laptops or other electronic mapping devices is strictly forbidden.  

11) The rallymaster(s) will have the final word on the decisions for the rally for which they are responsible.  Any appeals will be entertained only at the discretion of the rallymaster.  Rule modifications may take place during the event for safety purposes.

12) Cheating and unsportsman-like conduct will not be tolerated, as these characteristics are not consistent with the overarching Hammer & Tongs attitude towards life, cars, and driving.

13) The Hammers & Tongs Register for the North American MGB Register will be responsible for the final scoring calculations, awarding and publication of the Triple Crown or the delegation of such power to responsible parties.

9th Annual Missouri Endurance Rally

And 2nd Missouri Mini-Endurance Test
March 20 – 21, 2004

We will be meeting at the Red Roof Inn of Maryland Heights, MO (11837 Lackland Rd; St Louis, MO) at 6:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 20th.  A mileage check-run will be performed at 7:00 a.m. Teams will have until 9 a.m. on Sunday, March 21st to reach all the locations that are given at the meeting. Each team will travel to each location and answer the questions on each location sheet then return to the parking lot of Red Roof Inn of Maryland Heights.  The team covering the least number of miles wins.   Any team that arrives after 9 a.m. is scored DNF.   We will then have an awards breakfast ceremony at 9:30 a.m. Sunday morning. 

Before the teams leave on Saturday morning, they will drive a set course to calculate any mileage offset that they may have with their odometers.   The offset will be determined mathematically.   Also before leaving, teams will be required to sign an event waiver then seal their driver’s license in an envelope.  Any team that gets stopped and has to break the seal on the envelope is scored DNF.  Teams must drive in a safe manner and obey all Missouri traffic laws.  No solo teams on the full rally will be allowed.  

Those competing in the 2nd Annual Missouri Mini-Endurance Test will also meet at the Red Roof Inn and participate in the mileage check run.  After the check-run, teams will be given a list of locations and will have until midnight that night to make it back to the start.  Teams arriving after midnight will be scored DNF.  The awards ceremony will take place at 9:30 a.m. Sunday.

What to bring:

Car & Co-Driver
Maps




Tools/Spares/Fluids

Cell Phone

Emergency flares


Clipboard


Flashlight

Pens/pencils/highlighters
Calculator

If you wish to stay the night before and/or after the rally, the recommended hotel is the Red Roof Inn Westport, which is located behind the Hooters at 11837 Lackland Rd.  Their number is 314-991-4900.  

If you have questions or need a registration application, please contact Robert Rushing at mgslime@swbell.net or write to him at 5444 Sutherland Ave, St Louis MO 63109.  You can also leave a message on the MG Hotline at 314-995-TOMG.

The 9th Annual Missouri Endurance Rally

And 2nd
 Missouri Mini-Endurance Test

March 20 – 21, 2004
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Registration Form for Pre-1981 British built cars

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City:   _________________ State:  ____________ Zip: __________

Phone:  ___________________ E-mail: ______________________

Co-Driver: ______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City:   _________________ State:  ____________ Zip: __________

Phone:  ___________________ E-mail: ______________________

Car Info: Marque: ______________ Model: ______ Year: _______

Choose one: Endurance Rally _______________ Mini-Endurance _______________

Registration is $25 per car.  Make checks payable to:
The MG Club of St Louis

Mail to:
Missouri Endurance Rally, c/o Robert Rushing



5444 Sutherland Ave, St Louis MO 63109

Host Hotel:
Red Roof Inn, 11837 Lackland Rd; St Louis, MO
· Twelfth Annual “Grand Lake Tour”
August 12-13, 2004

· The twelfth annual “Grand Lake Tour” will once again return to Grand Rapids, MI in 2004 – for another exciting and challenging trip throughout Michigan and the surrounding area! Join other MG and British car enthusiasts on Thursday and Friday (August 12-13) to find the shortest distance to complete the rallye, and at the same time find some interesting and scenic checkpoints scattered throughout our some of our scenic Midwestern states. 

· The Grand Lake Tour is the second “jewel” of the “Triple Crown Endurance Series” and will again be coordinated by TwoRickRacin’ (a division of Team Fokowie). We know that you will not want to miss this test of man and machine! Entry is restricted to British cars 1981 and older. All participants must have a valid driver’s license; all cars must be licensed, insured, and pass a technical inspection prior to leaving on the first leg. All cars must have driver and co-driver; no single occupant entries allowed. An odometer calibration run will equalize all cars entered into the rallye.

· Base hotel for the rallye will be the Hilton-Grand Rapids Airport located at 4747 28th Street Southeast in Grand Rapids, MI. (616/957-0100) The rallye will begin and finish from this location. The 2004 UML Summer Party Reunion will also be at this hotel beginning on Thursday. It would be advisable to arrive on Wednesday as the rallye will begin at on Thursday. Participants will have a minimum of 24 hours to complete the run, which will end on Friday. Entry fee for the Grand Lake Tour will be $25 per car. Solo and multi-car team entrants are welcome. Unique dash plaques will be given to each participant; a traveling trophy, engraved with the solo class winners’ names will be presented on Saturday. Winner of the solo class will be responsible for planning the 2005 Grand Lake Tour!  See you in Grand Rapids! 

· Need more information? Then e-mail us at:                          mowog1@aol.com OR verheyco@worldnet.att.net
· Cheers!     Rick Ingram and Rick Verhey, Rallye Masters
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“Grand Lake Tour” Endurance Challenge

August 12-13, 2004

Yes! We want to participate! I’ve PRINTED information about myself and my co-driver below! I’ve also included a $25 check payable to:

Rick Ingram – Grand Lake Tour 2004

Car make and model: _____________________Year: __________                             

(Car must be of British manufacture and made before 1981!)

DRIVER: _______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City, State, ZIP: __________________________________________

E-mail: _________________________________________________

Phone: (______)__________________________________________

Co-Driver: ______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

City, State, ZIP: __________________________________________

E-mail: _________________________________________________

Phone: (______)__________________________________________
Please be sure that all information is correct and legible. Mail this form along with your check for $25 to:

Grand Lake Tour 2004

c/o Rick Ingram

P.O.Box 588 – St.Joseph, IL 61873 

Contact us at: mowog1@ aol.com OR verheyco@worldnet.att.net
The Abingdon Trials

October 9-10, 2004
The Abingdon Trials return! In a new format and even newer venue. Compete on scenic sportscar roads in locations we have never visited in ten years of Endurance Rallies in the Midwest. The Trials will start and end in Columbus, Indiana, renowned for world class architecture under-written by Columbus-based Cummins Diesel. Take a look at the areas surrounding Columbus that can be reached in a 24-Hour Enduro—and just try to imagine the driving experience we have in store! The Trials will be the deciding competition in the Triple Crown. Don’t miss it!

Driver___________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________State__________Zip_________________

Phone Day_____________________________Evening___________________________

E-Mail_________________________________

Co-Driver________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________State__________Zip_________________

Phone Day_____________________________Evening___________________________

E-Mail_________________________________

Car Make________Model__________Year___________Plate________State__________

Rally Fee $25.00. Make Checks Payable to Kim Tonry

Mail to:

Kim Tonry/Abingdon Trials

4904 Puffer Road

Downers Grove, IL 60515

Proof of Insurance will be required.

Rallymasters:

Bill Hedrick (630)960-0944  MrBill3@aol.com

Kim Tonry (630)968-4347  KGrowler@aol.com
