MG: The Next Generation 

By Ed Sweeney

(Ed. Note: This is the first of James Woolf’s new Next Generation Register reports. We hope that we can help spark enthusiasm for our cars among those who weren’t even born when Abingdon shut its doors.)

My introduction to British cars began at a young age. As far back as I can recall my father Ned has been the owner of a 1964 MGB. Throughout my formative years he was restoring the car, and I helped out as often as I could. After kindergarten I was learning how to block sand. At 7 years old, I helped him torque the main caps in the engine! My Mom may not have been thrilled with the grease stains on my pajamas, but she was definitely happy to see the bond that I was able to create with my Dad. Even though we completed the full restoration of the car over 17 years ago, I still remember the first day the engine was fired up. We spent many weekends at car shows and summer evenings cruising with the top down. I was learning about classic cars, as well as earning a respect for the hobby in general.
With a childhood like that, it should come as no surprise that I have always wanted to acquire a British car of my own. Into my second year of college, I had saved up enough from summer jobs to begin the search for a suitable MG. I quickly focused on buying a GT, as I planned to make the car my daily driver in urban Philadelphia! I finally found the perfect car online in North Carolina, and purchased it in August 2004 – a Sandy Beige 1968 MGB/GT. I took a Greyhound bus down from Philadelphia overnight, and drove the MG back the next day. It was the perfect trip to introduce me to my new car. Since then the car has been an integral part of my life. Among hundreds of minor tweaks, I’ve had the engine out once for gearbox work, re-bushed the SU carbs, changed wheels, completely replaced the interior, and driven it over 25,000 miles since 2004. It has been incredibly reliable, and I don’t plan to ever sell it.

The GT was my daily driver for three years as I finished college at Temple University and began the search for my career. Although my degree was in Marketing, I decided soon after graduation that the typical career path was not for me, and instead began a full-time position at Motorcar Garage, a British car repair and restoration facility in New Jersey, just over the bridge from Philadelphia. The owner of the shop, Pete Cosmides, has given me the opportunity to hone my skills working on some of England’s finest machinery – MG, Triumph, Austin-Healey, Jaguar, Mini, and even Land Rover. Despite the variety of cars I get to work on, the owners of these vehicles are not nearly as diverse in one specific area - age. It is pretty rare to have a customer walk through the door that is under 25. This should not come as a surprise, as the British cars that are popular today were new cars in the 50’s and 60’s, and have relevance and familiarity to older generations.
Thankfully, James Woolf has stepped forward to form the “Next Generation” Registry. At 17 years old, James is in a great position to bring a younger perspective to the British car hobby. At 24 years old, I will also be one of the first members of the registry. James and I believe that drawing attention to younger enthusiasts, as well as older members making an effort to bring youth to the hobby will help to ensure the future of British car ownership. Similar to the specific MG model designated registries, the Next Generation registry will be available to anyone that is interested in joining. You don’t need to own a British car to be recognized as a part of the “next generation” just an enthusiasm for the hobby and an interest in its future.

So, how can we get more youth involved in the British car hobby? In my opinion, the key is exposure. The time I spent with my father in the garage growing up created some of the fondest memories I have from childhood. To the unexposed, British cars may seem odd and arcane. We need to recognize curiosity and reward those interested. If you have a son, daughter, grandchild, cousin, etc. invite them out the garage next time you plan to tinker on the car. Going to a car show? Bring them along. Most importantly, if you have a British car just get out and drive it. If you know of a young individual that has already taken an interest in the hobby, make sure to pass on the information about the Next Generation Registry. The more exposure our hobby gets, the greater the chance that more people can fall in love with British cars and the community that surrounds them. Just because most of our cars are over 30 years old, doesn’t mean their owners need to be!
