"Hey Mister, that's a big Maggie Minor!"
"It's an MG actually".
This conversation happens often enough to
make us both realise that we own a
relatively rare car. As a teacher | have to
face a barrage of questions from my charges
every time | trundle sedately down the
school drive in our ZA.
"Hey sir, what's them orange things sticking
out the side of your car?". (semaphores).
"Who's come to school in a taxi?". (From
the head).
"My Dad says its an old Police car".
(Frequent comment).

A history lesson soon improves and
becomes "The history of the British sports
car". as the children. turn 'Sir'
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onto his favorite subject. The blackboard
becomes filled with octagons and talk is of
"Magic Midgets" M's,

P's, T.C.'s, Tickfords, V's and Z's.

Sharon also has problems at work. She
is regarded with caution by the women with
whom she shares an office:;; When she
arrives hood-down clad in woolly hat and
rally jacket, in one of the Midgets, that is
treated as eccentricity and largely ignored -
but the comments start when the Z type
appears. She has to face and answer
questions on:

Value:

"How can you two afford three MG's".
Pedigree:

"What the hec's that?"

And Age:

"It's veteran isn't it?"



pump in the last 12,000 miles. This cost £16
from John Monkman, which seems very
reasonable.

Insurance: Discussion with other owners
leads us to believe that the Z-type is a very
reasonable car to insure. Ours costs £50 p.a.
fully comprehensive, through one of the
MGOC recommended specialists. This is
for a 26 year old with full n.c.b. living in an
high risk area. But, this is only a very rough
guide, one company wouldn't make a
reasonable quote as they

claimed to know nothing about classic
vehicles. It definately pays to shop around
carefully.

/B

Produced between 1956 and 1958

Exterior: Basically as for the ZA, but with
different coachwork. There is no hockey
stick chrome strip, instead a straight length
of chrome runs from a mid-point on the
front wing to end mid-way along the front
doors.

Interior: As for the late ZA, but with the
addition of a large parcel shelf under the
dash.

Performance: Better than the ZA. Larger
carbs, produced 68 bhp. Costs: The running
costs, parts etc. are similar throughout the
Z-type range.

Varitone

Varitone: Marketed alongside the

ZB as a 'deluxe’ model. Exterior differences
are, 'two tone' paintwork, chrome striping
at waist level running for the full length of
the car and a large wrap around rear
window. Flashing indicators were fitted as
standard, and a chrome blanking strip was
fitted between the doors over the hole for
the semaphore arms. Probably these are the
ultimate Z-types.
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Buyer Beware

Points To Look For On A Z- Type
The newest Z-type you will find will be in
excess of 20 years old. Metal has a very
nasty habit of becoming brown and
crumbly when pressed into motor car shape
and after 20 years plus of exposure to the
elements, metal can often do a disappearing
act.

There are probably few better places for
a game of 'hunt the rot' than the floor pan of
a Z-type. They rust alarmingly in this
quarter and if a repair is made here, it must
be made properly, not merely a "bodge it
with filler till the next MoT", but good
welding of a professional standard using
only metal of the correct gauge. Do have a
good poke around under the car -boot floor.
spring hangers, sills and bulkhead -floor
joints are all
possible candidates for replacement! repair.

Whilst grovelling under the car, a visual
check of brake pipes is always a good thing,
oot bear in mind that the MGOC offer
copper sets at a very reason,ble price for Z
types, so replacement shouldn't be a major
expenditure.

Do check that the doors are in fine fettle,
S0 many Z types now have doors which are
bodged with filler or else have dirty great
holes in the bottom. Doors are occasionally
available secondhand, oot replacement with
a 'new item would, | imagine, be near
impossible.

Minor items of trim are easily available.
John Monkman has an amazing selection of
bits and pieces. The last



