11th May, Round 9 — Llys-y-Fran (Southern Hill Cli  mb)

Six competitors made the journey to Llys-y-Fran, one of the furthest venues on the Southern
Series calendar. And their efforts were rewarded with sunny dry weather and perfect record
breaking conditions at the picturesque 880 meter course. Starting at the Base of the Llys-y-Fran
reservoir and climbing past the spectacular retaining walls this has to be one of the more dramatic
locations on the calendar (I've certainly marked it down for next year!)

Drivers may not have time to admire the scenery, but it can’t be denied that this is a great location
for a hill climb.

The course begins with a fast straight, followed by a sharp right hand corner to a river crossing
(via a bridge, not forded!) a fast right hander leading into a swift left and then a slower right hand
corner before an evil left hand hairpin (this is one of the more popular spectator points as several
drivers try to scale the bank on the outside or just have a quick spin each year). The course then
ends after taking an 'S' bend through a farm gate and a particularly greasy 90 degree right hander
just before breaking the timing lights (quite literally if you get the last corner wrong!)

The hill climb, hosted by the Swansea Motor Club, saw 11 of 22 class records fall during the day,
two of which went to Robin Clarke and Terry Pigott in classes MG1 and MG3 respectively.
However due to the differences in class structure between the Luffield Championship and the
organisers club Robin’s time wasn’'t enough to break the Group 3 <1500, record. On the other
hand Peter Hall, while not taking a class record on the day, did knock a second off the Luffield
Group 2<1500 record. Terry's efforts not only gained him a class record on the day but also took
over 7 seconds of the Luffield record for racing specials (Terry clearly chose the right tyres this
weekend!).

All the entrants times fell steadily throughout the day, however by the time the MGs returned for
the final timed run the weather must have closed in (it is Wales after all') as the all the times
dropped off quite dramatically.

Peter Hall's record earned him the most points on the day, taking a handy 99.72, Rob Orford and
Andrew Till rounded out the top three in terms of points, both scoring in the High 90’s.

Rob Orford retains a healthy lead in the Southern series, with Andrew Till climbing to second and
Terry Pigott to Third. Terry remains on top of the National championship, and Rob climbs a couple
of places to fourth.

Round ten takes us to another far flung Hill Climb at Scammoden, stay tuned for all the action!

Llys-y-Fran Hill Climb - Offical Results
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