MG Car Club (Midland Centre) Ltd

Minutes of 62nd Annual General Meeting held on

15 February 2010
At

 Somers Sports & Social Club, Halesowen, West Midlands

1.  PRESENT
John Fry 
Centre Chairman

Brian Osborn 
Centre Treasurer

Andy Robson 
Centre Secretary

Together with the following MGCC Midland Centre members - 
Bill Wallis, Paul Hollingworth, Martin Price, David Wood, David Ormerod, Malcolm Knowles, Dominic Mooney, Judy Fry, Mike Blomer, Sheila Blomer, Trish Wheal, Boyce Wheal, Bill Majurey, Chris Hale, David Bowlas, Vince Williams, Lech Zakrzewski, Jim Andrews, Ian Turner.
2.  APOLOGIES
Paul Hipkiss, David Price, Sue Price, Pam Zakrzewska, Ben & Beth Carpenter, Gaynor Ormerod, Norma Williams.
John Fry opened the AGM at 8.10pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting. It was noted that turnout this year was slightly better than had been the case in 2009. 
Minutes of Previous AGM – 17 February 2009
JF invited those present to read through the Minutes of the previous AGM, and also read out brief extracts. 

Dave Bowlas pointed out that the ‘Duffers Guide’ to sprints & hillclimbs had not been completed.
Vince Williams mentioned that the Windsor Castle event had in fact been in the presence of Prince Philip, not The Queen.
JF invited proposal of the Minutes as an otherwise accurate record of the 2009 AGM –

Proposed by David Ormerod – 

Seconded by Lech Zakzrzewski – 

Minutes approved.
There were no Matters Arising from the previous AGM Minutes.
Treasurer’s Report

Brian Osborn presented his report. He then mentioned that Roy Locock, driver of ‘Bridget The Midget’ on his round-the-world expedition, was arranging to hold two presentations relating to his adventures, one on 14 April at Luffield Cars in Loughborough, and the other on 12 May at Somers Sports Club. Both events to be finalised. BO also explained the profit & loss relating to the Centre’s historic Welsh Rallye DVD, and thanked David Price for his efforts with it. However, there are still approx. 350 available for sale. It is likely that some will be presented to every entrant of our events this year. BO then went on to elaborate on the handling of VAT within the accounts. He felt that we should aim to make a small profit in 2010, even though we may have to pay VAT on it. BO commented on charity donations during the year. Dave Bowlas asked about the costs for new trophies. John Fry explained that this was under consideration, and that new awards & trophies were being investigated and were due to be announced. BO asked that the new Committee send a ‘thank you’ letter to Terry Pigott for preparing the accounts. 
Secretary’s Report
Andy Robson read out his report covering 2009. It was noted that Midland Centre membership had stabilised at around 1270, and that ‘lapsed members’ were now being followed up by Kimber House staff. As in his 2009 report, AR questioned the viability of the Centre and the Committee in the eyes of Natters. Despite several attempts, the Centre still has no Natter in Nottinghamshire. AR also stated that the 2009 Silverstone event had again been a good one for the Centre, with our presence in the CRB marquee and promotion of the Welsh Rallye DVD, and the BBQ had been well attended. AR felt that, despite its expense, the DVD had been a worthwhile exercise in promoting the Centre and raising its profile. Jim Andrews commented that Midland Centre details were not up-to-date on the main MGCC website. AR acknowledged this, and has to send the relevant information to the site. Dave Bowlas thought that there were no links on the main club website pointing to the Centre website, but Jim Andrews explained that there was a link on the Midland Centre CRB page.  
Curborough Report

David Ormerod presented a report on his and wife Gaynor’s involvement with the organisation of the Centre’s Sprint events during 2009, and opened by thanking Roger Still for taking over as Chief Marshal at the Sprints. DO explained that major changes were being implemented regarding competition classes, saying that it had been a very difficult and frustrating exercise, and could not have been completed without considerable help from Dave Bowlas. Dave then gave an explanation of his involvement. As a token of thanks for Dave’s efforts, he was presented with a gift. DO also expressed thanks to Bill Wallis for his continued entertaining commentaries. DO informed the meeting that the inaugural winner of the new trophy to be awarded in the name of our late lamented Chief Marshal, Malcolm Garratt, would go to Daniel Jones from the Black Country MG Group. Daniel, who is 15 y.o., is an enthusiastic marshal, and DO felt that the future of the club lies with youngsters like him. DO closed by suggesting the Sprint events this year may suffer lower entries due to the economic situation, Martin Price suggested that the MGCC race meeting at Brands Hatch may draw some competitors from the Spring Sprint, and John Fry felt that the cost of new clothing and helmets may also be a contributory factor.
Chairman’s Report

John Fry presented his report to the meeting, celebrating the 77th year of the Midland Centre, also mentioning the sad loss of Malcolm Garratt. JF said that the Centre events during 2009 had been generally well-supported, to the extent that the Spring Sprint had been over-subscribed, and gave thanks to Dave & Gaynor Ormerod for their hard work with these events. JF also expressed thanks to Dave Bowlas and David Whale for their assistance, and to David Wood for Luffield Cars’ continued sponsorship of the championship. Fees for newcomers to the Sprints had been discounted again for 2010, although uptake had so far been low. Although the Trials had been well-supported, the content of MG owners was low, but these generated welcome income for the Centre. JF expressed thanks to Dave Price for his work on the DVD, and to Bill Wallis for his Sprint commentaries. This year’s Welsh Rallye was the 60th event, and for 2010 was returning its original finishing point of Criccieth in north Wales. Places were still available, but late entrants would have to arrange their own overnight accommodation as the reserved hotels were now full. JF expressed thanks to the Kilsby MG Group for arranging the 2009 Chairman’s Picnic at Charlecote Park, to Janet & Peter Chapman for their continued organisation of the Joint Natter, held near Malvern, and to Brian Osborn for the Midsummer Gathering. JF once again stated the importance of Natters arranging MSA permits for their events to remove personal liability. The Committee has agreed to support the costs for these if it helps to stimulate interest in events. 
At this point, Malcolm Knowles explained his involvement with the valuations of the Centre’s trophies, and the investigation into new styles of awards for 2010. JF thanked Malcolm for his work. 

Chairman’s Report (continued)
JF then explained the situation affecting him as Chairman. In 2009, he had said that he would not stand for re-election in 2010, but had changed his mind, and would do so if no-one else was willing to stand. However, he also pointed out that this would be his 5th year as Chairman, and that club rules did not permit him to stand again. Therefore, a new Chairman must be elected at the 2011 AGM. He closed by saying that the Committee continued to seek new members, and thanked those who had acted as Committee members in 2009. 
Any Other Business

1. Charities. John Fry asked the meeting to consider which charities should benefit from donations in 2010, suggesting that whilst charities like UNICEF were worthy causes perhaps we should supporting those closer to home. Martin Price asked if we should consider the Air Ambulance but it was pointed out that this had been done on several previous occasions. Dave Bowlas suggested donating to a central Air Ambulance fund, rather than individual areas. Sheila Blomer asked if we should consider the British Heart Foundation. It was also suggested that Natters try raising funds for their own local charities. Lech Zakrzewski said it was sometimes difficult to know who to support. Dominic Mooney suggested donating to the ‘Tour De France’ cycle ride in support of the ‘Help For Heroes’ charity. JF felt that the new Committee should maintain an overview of worthy charities. 
2. AGM Dates. Dave Bowlas proposed holding the AGM at different location each year in order to attract better attendances. Boyce Wheal asked why the AGM was held during winter, citing that it used be held during summer months. Mike Blomer said it needed to be held within 3 months of the club’s financial year-end. Brian Osborn explained that AGMs had moved to February so that details of the new Committee and the new Calendar Of Events could be produced and issued earlier in the year. The idea of more central locations had also been previously considered. It was suggested that it should be moved to April or May, although club rules may require that 2 AGMs be held in the same 12 month period to facilitate this. (AR NB: Club rules state that an AGM may be held within 15 months of the previous meeting. This may permit a move to a later date).
Jim Andrews agreed with moving the AGM location around. Dave Bowlas wondered if the Committee should contact all Natter leaders and Register chairmen and invite them to attend AGMs. Brian Osborn explained that invitations were always sent out to Natter leaders. Vince Williams asked that the full address of the AGM location be included with the ‘Safety Fast’ AGM notice. It was also suggested that the Committee should try to stimulate interest in Centre events by contacting other CRBs and Register secretaries 
3. Welsh Rallye. Lech Zakrzewski raised the subject of it being the 60th anniversary of the Welsh Rallye. Bill Wallis has some original rally plaques dating back to the 50’s, and Lech has some 50’s entry programmes. 
Election of Centre Officers
The election of Centre Officers then followed. 

1. First nomination was for Chairman

Martin Price proposed John Fry

Seconded by David Ormerod
John Fry duly elected as Chairman
2. Second nomination was for Secretary

David Ormerod proposed Andy Robson

Seconded by Lech Zakrzewski
Andy Robson duly elected as Secretary
3. Third nomination was for Treasurer
Andy Robson proposed Brian Osborn
Seconded by Dave Bowlas
Brian Osborn duly elected as Treasurer

All Officer elections were unanimously approved through a show of hands.
Election of Centre Committee
Dave Price stood down from the Committee and did not seek re-election. Martin Price proposed a new member, Ian Turner. The nomination was seconded by Dominic Mooney, and was approved. 
All current Committee members agreed to seek re-election

Jim Andrews proposed the remainder of the Committee be re-elected ‘en-mass’. 
Seconded by Vince Williams

All remaining existing Committee members duly re-elected.

All Committee elections were unanimously approved through a show of hands.
MGCC President Bill Wallis congratulated the Centre Committee for their hard work, and thanked them for their efforts.  
There being no further business, John Fry closed the AGM at 10.05pm. The date for the next AGM will be advised in due course.

Minutes approved – 

Signed:

Date:
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