Period Power

You don’t have to go for drastic engine swaps to drag the MGB
into the 21st century as Greg Whitaker finds out.

t's a well-known fact that when the [irst

many-legged and whiskery creature

emerged at the dawn of time, BMC had

already been making the MGB for years,
and were busy bickering about ill-conceived
replacements. Alright, perhaps that is a little
harsh, but there can be no denying the most
famous car to carry the MG brand soldiered
on with minor, and not so minor, adjustments
to make it fit around various legislation long
after it was due to be replaced.

Perhaps the secrets of its long-lived appeal
lie in the design. Not only was it easy to
produce, but it is casy to maintain as well. It
isn'l just ils rugged simplicity that has
endeared it to generations of motorists,

though. Even in its final high ride height
rubber bumpered form it's still a rewarding
and fun motor to spank around in.

David Evan's MGB roadster is no ordinary
‘. Not only is it a repatriated American car,
restored back to UK spec, but also beneath the
standard British racing green bodvwork lies a
B-series engine with a big fal supercharger .
Supercharging has been a way of squeezing a
bit more power out of petrol engines
practically since the dawn of motoring, and
this blower from parts giants Moss certainly
looks the part. With its elegant casting
featuring the MG motif, the supercharger
could have been fitted on the Abingdon
production line thirty-five years ago, were il
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nol for the stick-on barcode on the top.

The 'charger uses the Eaton positive
displacement system. In layman’s terms, Moss
engineered an intake manifold that provides
equal airflow, pressure and fuel mixture to
each cylinder. By oplimising the mix in the
manifold, the boost pressure of the blower can
be raised without either wasting fuel or
damaging the car's engine.

Filling the unit was simple enough. » Mooy

However, getting the timing right proved to be

a bit more of a problem. Because of the
varying pressure in the inlet manifold, the
distributor needed 1o advance and retard a at

" ‘Blown MG gets buffeted by the autumn winds.
Plate on the silver car makes people look twice.

3

faster rate than the distributor was able to do.
As a result, David decided to experiment with
Lumenition electronic ignition, and a
distributor with heavier bobweights and
tighter springs. This ended up needed more
fiddling with than David or MG specialists
LMG at first realised, and several test drives
were needed to get the settings right.

The brakes were upgraded as well. The MGB
now stops with Minlex V8 pacds on
refurbished callipers, while more pedal control
is provided by a servo unit, which would have
been optional when the cars were new. The
upgrades didn't stop there cither, as the car
has parabolic springs fitted to the back end.

“[ fitted the improved rear
suspension so my wife might
travel in the car”

Put simply, parabolics are a replacement for
the original leaf springs. The problem with
leaves is that the force required to flex the
leaves is high, so it remains rigid and the
bump shock is transmilled through the car,
jarring the occupants. The parabolic spring,
however, has a taper rolled into it, thickest in
the centre and tapering evenly to the thinnest
part at each end. The degree of tapering is
calculated proportionately to its length and
load requirement. With precise stress
distribution throughout its length, the spring
flexes, absorbing lesser impacts whilst
retaining its load bearing capability. Hence the












